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sharp the discussion. One party holds that the state
of the sun's surface is a determining factor in our ter-
restrial meteorology, making itself felt in our tempera-
ture, barometric pressure, rainfall, cyclones, crops, and
even our financial condition, and that, therefore, the
most careful watch should be kept upon the sun for
economic as well as scientific reasons. The other party
contends that there is, and can be, no sensible influence
upon the earth produced by such slight variations in the
solar light and heat, though, of course (excepting only
the French astronomer Faye, so far as the writer knows),
they all admit the connection between sun-spots and the
condition of the earth's magnetic elements. It seems
pretty clear that we are not in a position yet to decide
the question either way; it will take a much longer
period of observation, and observations conducted with
special reference to the subject of inquiry, to settle it,
At any rate, from the data now in our possession, men
of great ability and laborious industry draw opposite
conclusions

It certainly is not so plain that the sun-spots have
not the influence which their worshipers, I had almost
called them, claim for them, as to absolve us from
the duty of investigating the matter in the most thor-
ough manner. On the other hand, it is also by no
means certain that we shall find the labor of inves-
tigation fruitful in precisely the manner and degree
desired. Those who search for truth with honest en-
deavor may, nevertheless, be sure of their reward in
some way.

I have said that there is no doubt as to the con-
nection between the sun-spots and terrestrial mag-
netism.

In 1850, Lamont, of Munich, called attention to the